The Two Adams

by Johan D.Tangelder.

Who are we? What does it mean to be human in our uprooted world? The question “Whoisa
human being?’ is debated today in ways that previous generations could never have imagined. For
example, genetic engineering isthe latest phase in medicing s ongoing mission to treet disease and
thereby dleviate human suffering. The rgpid advance in the knowledge about human genetics, largdly the
result of an internationd initiative known as the Human Genome Project, offers early detection and
treatment of fatal diseases, the development of effective, focused vaccines, and even the possibility of
gene sdection. These new biotechnologies have tremendous implicationd

Dr. Scherer, ageneticist a Toronto’s Hospita for Sick Children who isworking on the
chromosome that harbors the disease genes for diabetes and cydtic fibross, says, “Because of the
genome project, we are going to have many new genetic tests available.” And he asks, “Who isgoing to
pay for them?Who will be tested for what conditions, and how will we decide?” These are no
hypothetica concerns. Christianity Today (Febr.19, 2001) reports that after losing two childrento a
deadly disease and aborting a fetus that tested positive for the same disease, an unidentified French
couple gave birth to France sfirst geneticaly screened baby in November 2000.

Is genetic engineering an atempt to remake life in man’s own image? Do geneticists reduce us

to programmed chemica compounds? Istheir god to say what sort of life will be dlowed?
Consequent Evolutionism
Where do we come from? Whét is the purpose of life? What is man'sfina destiny? Does it

make any red difference what we beieve about the origin of human beings? It certainly doed
Carl Sagan argued, “ Each human being is a superbly congtructed, astonishingly compect, self-



ambulatory computer.” Sagan was no friend of Chridtianity! Evolutionists are directly opposed to the
Biblicad undergtanding of what it means to be human. If a human being is no more than athing, issues
like abortion and euthanasia should hardly cause the evolutionists to bat an eyelid. An American
Universty professor is quoted as saying, “Mentd defectives do not have the right to life, and therefore
might be killed for food - if we develop ataste for human flesh - or for the purpose of scientific
experimentation. At the same conference another speaker endorsed asimilar argument. “Humans
without some minimum of intelligence or menta capacity are not persons...Idiots, that isto say, are not
human.” And as far back as 1971, geneticist Bentley Glass promised: “No parents in the future have a
right to burden society with amaformed or mentaly incompetent child.” In hisfuturist nove
Winterflight, theologian Joseph Bayly describes the twin concepts of the rise of technology and the loss
of old vaues, which present aworld more frightening than Orwell’s 1984. A medica doctor saysto a
father who asks him to treat his son’s hemophilia, “The system, asyou call it, is respongble for near-
zero leve of infant desths. And childhood, teenage, adult ones, too. Perhaps even more important, the
qudlity of life. No Down’s syndrome, no deformed people, no digbetic children, no cydtic fibross. This
isan improvement of historic importance. When | went to medical schoal - only twenty-five years ago -
we gtill learned about these conditions and treated them. Y es, and hemophilia Now, thank God,

they’ ve been wiped out; they’re just as much off the books as polio then. So we doctors can spend our
time maintaining the health of whole persons, not treating handicapped people and chronicdly ill.” The
father said, “Then you know how to treat hemophilia. Stephen is a hemophiliac, and he desperatdly
needs your help. You can giveit to him. We have nowhere ese to turn.” The doctor answered, “Heisill
because of anillegd act on your part. You and your wife were under obligation to observe the law, a
law which says that the fetus must be andyzed in utero and aborted if defective. Y ou not only
disregarded the law, you aso failed to have the newborn examined for defects. Had you done either of
those things, you would not be faced with this problem today.” How chilling and utterly revolting! Y et
these ideas are the logicd outcome of a philosophy that maintains that man is no more than athing.

Pre-Adamic Creatures



How unique is man? Some Chrigtian thinkers advance the theory of theistic evolution. They
attempt to make peace with Darwinism by leaving room for some kind of pre-Adamic creature, which -
in the course of the evolutionary process - would become the unique creeture called Adam. They
believe that an evolutionary view of the origin of man does not undermine Biblica revelation. The Dutch
zoologist Jan Lever takes this position in his book Creation and Evolution.

TheFirs Adam

Who are we? The view that human beings evolved from the animd kingdom istotaly
incompatible with Biblica Chrigtianity. The Bible inggts that we are not smply hairless gpes dightly more
advanced than other primates, but are accorded an astonishing dignity. We are distinguished from dl
other creatures. We have been made in the image of God. “So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created him; mae and female he created them” (Gen.1:27). Human beings are His
workmanship, the crown of His creation, and inconceivably sublime. We are, says the gpostle Paul, “the
image and the glory of God” (1 Cor.11:7). We believe, therefore, that human dignity isfound in “the
image of God” and that sets us at odds with the mgjority in the secular public arena. God has given greeat
dignity to human beings, puny in this vast universe. Because we are created in Hisimage we are more
like Him than dl the rest of crestion. This truth should cause us to treat our fellow humans with the same
dignity, worth, and significance God has extended to us. For instance, even the most physicdly fragile or
mentally disabled persons deserve respect asthey too share in God's image by virtue of creation. Jesus
sad that human beings are of “more vaue than many sparrows’ (Luke 12:7). If we believe the Biblical
view of man, it should show in the way we tregt people. The theologian Michad Wilkins was right when
he said, “Kindness, courtesy, and respect are proper ways of treating persons who have the innate
dignity of being created in the image of God.”

Since we are created in the image of God, we have in addition to human personhood, the
capacity of persond rdations with other human beings. The gpostle Paul says that God from one man
“made ever nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth” (Acts 17:26). In our world plagued

by racia and triba conflicts, we do well to remember who we are. We are neighbors to other people



regardless of race, color, and socid status. “ The Lord has bound mankind together by a certain unity,”
observed John Calvin, “hence each man ought to concern himsdlf with the safety of dl.” Hedso sad,
“We ought to embrace the whole human race without exception in asingle feding of love, herethereis
no distinction between barbarian and Greek, worthy or unworthy, friend and enemy, since al should be
contemplated in God, not in themsdves.” In daily life, our solidarity with one another as God'simage
bearers requires that we may we never treat anyone as a nonperson. To have alow regard for any
people on the basis of color, race, or nationd origin contradicts the Biblical teaching of the dignity of
man. Ethnic jokes, belittling people on the basis of race or culture, are not acceptable. We should have
nothing to do with racid discrimination or anti-Semitism. Bigotry towards another raceis an affront to
God, whose image bearers we are.

The fact that we are created in the image of God gives dignity to work. Since God is aworker,
we must work too. And thisis precisely what Genesis says we must do. “Then God said, ‘L et us make
man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the seaand the birds of the air, over
the livestock, over dl the earth, and over the creatures that move dong the ground” (Gen.1:26).
Mankind' s ruling over other creatures, sewardly subduing the earth, and eating its produce al point to
man as aworker. In fact, the Bible calls work a gift from God (Ecclesiastes 3:13). Hence God' simage
bearers have the longing for creating things - not, of course, out of nothing, but in the arts, building,
science, and technology.

TheFall

Why isthelife of God'simage bearer but a gpan, and crud death aways near? Why has he
been called a“frail thing?” Why can people be so brutish? What is the cause of al mora troubles and
conflicts? Some evolutionists claim that the source of man’ s trouble is not Sn but mora deficiency.
Others argue that genes govern behavior. In The Moral Animal, Robert Wright clams that, “al mord
vaues’ are " dratagems of genes.” Deeth is no more than an inevitable and naturd conclusion to life. Life
begins, develops, matures and then withers, decays and eventudly dies. But according to the Bible, the
dreadful truth about man is not adeficiency in his moras or his genes— heisin revolt againgt his Maker.
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His rebdlion had a profound impact. In Adam we have fdlen. Centuries after Adam’ s rebdlion in Eden,
David reflected on the evil actions of human beings. “All have turned aside, they have together become
corrupt; there is no one who does good” (Ps.14:3). The Fdl distorted the image of God in human
beings. Our sinful natureis one of the most well attested truths of Scripture. We have become sin Sick.
Our intellect has been distorted with fa sehood and pride. Our relationships have been infected by
sfishness. Man lives in a collision course with God because “ sin entered the world through one man,
and degath through sin, and in thisway degth came to adl men, because al snned”(Rom.5:12). Dr. Martin
Lloyd Jones calls the latter “one of the most important verses in the whole Bible from the standpoint of
theology.” Heisright. This verse clearly teaches the universaity of Sn and the universdity of death asits
consequence. “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:233). Therefore, death is not anatura conclusion to
life. Death is @bnorma. Man was created for life and not death (Gen.2:17; 3:19). If Adam had not
sinned, he would not have died. Degth is God' s judgment. It isHis“No” to Adam’srebellion.
Obvioudy, the gpostle Paul based histeaching on sin and deeth on the higtoricity of the first three
chapters of Genesis. Hence Dr. Francis Schaeffer’ swarning in Genesisin Space and Time, “If we
take away the higoricity of Adam, we are left rather breethless! If we temper with this ordinary way of
understanding whét is written in the Bible, the structure of Christianity is reduced to only an existentia

leap.”

The Second Adam

Tak about sin and judgment sounds like outdated bad news to modern ears. But the great good
newsis that our lives do not need to be determined by sin and death. The discovery of the latter is part
of the good news of the Gospd when we bdieve that Jesus is the second Adam. If Adam was not a
historica being and the fal not ahistorica event, then the typology of Chrigt asthe last Adam becomes
meaningless. Furthermore, the apostle Paul specificaly related the higtoricity of Adam to the higtoricity
of Chrigt’sresurrection (1 Cor. 15:12-23). Hence the lynchpin of the gospe of hope (Christ’s
resurrection) is anchored in the historicity of Adam and the Fall.

How can human beings be restored and accepted by God? Obvioudy, evolutionism cannot



answer this question. “From the theologica point of view, an evolutionary derivation of the human body
istotaly unacceptable,” says Dr. Arthur Custancein Two Men Called Adam. “For the plan of
redemption hinges on the relaionship of two human beings, the First Adam and the Last Adam, the
Adam of Genesis and the Lord Jesus Christ of the Gospels whom Paul declares to have been the first
Adam’s counterpart.” The restoration process has begun with our redemption in Chrigt. “The beginning
of our recovery of sdvation,” said John Cavin, “ isin that retoration which we obtain through Christ
who aso is called the Second Adam for the reason that he restores us to true and complete integrity.” In
Adamwe arelog in gn, in Chrig there is redemption for &l who repent and turn to Him in faith. The
gpostle Paul saysthat beieversin Christ have received a new nature that “is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator” (Col.3:10). And aswe progressin our Chrigtian faith and
continue to grow in the likenessto Chrigt, we are “being transformed into his likeness with ever-
increasng glory” ( 2 Cor.3:18). Do we earnestly pursue practica holiness, the entire salf-consecration to
God? Or have persona conflicts, or controversy, or party-spirit, or worldliness hindered our walk with
the Second Adam? All Chrigtians, whether rich or poor, learned or unlearned, influentia or unknown,
are cdled to pursue holiness, to modd their lives around the second Adam. Heisthe divine model for
true discipleship. To follow Him isto practice sdf-renunciation, sdf-surrender, and sdf-sacrifice.

Chridtians live with eternity in mind. We have no abiding city. We are hope-filled pilgrims
traveling as strangers through this world. Here we have no abiding city. We are eagerly waiting for the
return of the Second Adam and the complete restoration of the image of God to its glorified Sate. We
“will become conformed to the likeness of his Son,” says the apostle Paul (Rom.8:29). L ooking ahead
to what we shal become at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ at the end of this age, the apostle John
says, “ Dear friends, now we are the children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But when he appears, we shdl be like him, for we shdl him asheis’ (1 John 3:2).

Conclusion

Who are we? Do we have dignity or are we throw-aways? We are not junk. We are precious

in the sght of God. We are Hisimage bearers, created for His glory. From conception to natura desth
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each human being is precious in the Sght of God. Treasure the wonder and the mystery of our humanity!
When David asked the question, “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care
for him?" he answered it in his own Psalm. And the answer turns out to be truly God honoring, clearly
dating the purpose of our existence.

“You (O Lord) have made him alittle lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with
glory and honor. Y ou made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under
hisfeet; al flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the
seq, dl that swim the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how magestic isyour namein dl the
earth!” (Ps.8:5-9).



